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to vote with the anti-Nebraska members.   Mr. Osgood
did so.

In the House were forty-six anti-Nebraska men of all
descriptions and twenty-eight Democrats. One member,
Randolph Heath, of the Lawrence and Crawford Dis-
trict, did not vote in the election for Senator at any time.
Two members from Madison County, Henry L. Baker
and G. T. Allen, had been elected on the anti-Nebraska
ticket with TrumbulL

In the chaotic condition of parties it was not to be

expected that all the opponents of Douglas would coalesce

ij                           at once. The Whig party was held together by the hope

'i                           of reaping large gains from the division of the Democrats

!j                           on the Nebraska Bill, This was a vain hope, because the

i                           Whigs were divided also; but while it existed it fanned

;|                          the flame of old enmities. Moreover, the anti-Nebraska

/;|                          Democrats in the campaign had claimed that they were

j ;                           the true Democracy and that they were purifying the

!/; |                          party in order to preserve and strengthen it. They could

4                 *         not instantly abandon that claim by voting for a Whig

\;;4                          for the highest office to be filled.

/ j 3                             The two houses met in the Hall of Representatives on

|                          February 8, 1855, to choose a Senator.  Every inch of

;;|                          space on the floor and lobby was occupied by members

; "I                          and their political friends, and the gallery was adorned

j|                          by well-dressed women, including Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs.

!i'i|                          Matteson, the governor's wife, and her fair daughters.

j;i                          The senatorial election had been the topic of chief con-

; |                          cern throughout the state for many months, and now the

; I                         interest was centred in a single room not more than one

f ^                          hundred feet square.  The excitement was intense, for

i|                         everybody knew the event was fraught with conse-

;, I                          <pences of great pith and moment, far transcending the

J                          fate of any individual.real victory is
